Alison Higgins & Jo Duhig

Barham CE Primary School

Co-Headteachers Valley Road

Email: office@barham.kent.sch.uk Barham, Canterbury
Kent
CT4 6NX

Tel: 01227 831312
Fax: 01227 831096

12th September 2025
Dear Parents/Carers,

Our youngest pupils have settled in well and we are delighted that the Wrens are now in full time.

We hope you all found the ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions useful. If you have any further queries,
please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s teacher or catch one of us on the gate in the morning.
A reminder for our Year 1 Parents that the Meet the Teacher with Mrs Gooderham will take place on
Monday, 15™ September.

School Dinners

Information regarding the increase in costs of a school dinner was sent out in the summer term but it
seems that some parents are still paying the previous amount. This academic year, school dinners
cost £3.37 per meal. Please could you top up your accounts if you have accrued any debt. Thank
you.

Wellies

As the weather is becoming more autumnal, the children will need to bring in wellington boots if
they wish to play on the field. We have a lot of boots left in school over the summer that belong to
the new Owls and Robins. Please check they still fit and if not, replace them. Unfortunately, we do
not have the space to store a lot of spare boots.

Opal Survey

Thank you to everyone who has already completed the OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) survey
about playtimes. We are excited about starting this initiative which will make playtimes much more
engaging, creative and active. We welcome your views on outdoor play so if you can find 5 minutes
to complete the survey, we would be very grateful. Please use the link below:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSd8 wEDUVMId5juTaDTZWH dUTz0Y2b8910Rz0zJdaajk8IWQ
/viewform?usp=preview

Harvest Festival

This year we are holding our Harvest Festival Service in Church on Wednesday, October 15 at
2:00 pm. All parents are welcome to attend. The service is led by the children in Jays and Owls.
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Open Morning and Open Evening for Reception Class September 2026

We are holding an open evening on November 4™ at 5:00 pm and an open morning on November 5%
at 10:00 am. This is for parents and carers looking for a place in Reception to start in September
2026. So if you know anyone who is looking at local schools, please advise them to book using this
link: https://www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/92566

We will also be offering tours of the school at various times until January. Tours can be booked
through the office from November.

Swimming

We are so lucky to have our own swimming pool and we are passionate about ensuring as many
children as possible can swim at least 25M before they leave school. As swimming is a part of the
National Curriculum and an essential life skill, it is important that children take part. If children
cannot participate, they will still go to the swimming pool to observe the lesson and complete a
recorded task linked to the lesson. This is to ensure that they do not miss out and know what to do
when they can swim the following week.

Please remember that earrings must be removed on swimming days.
Ride and Stride 13/9/25

Two Barham residents, Mr and Mrs Minter, are unable to do the Ride and Stride this year. They have
taken part for many years and raised money for the Kent Churches. They would like to encourage
participation and have very kindly offered to sponsor two families £50 each to take part in the event
this weekend. More details about the Ride and Stride are here. Entry forms are also available from
the counter in Barham Village Store. If you are interested in taking part and being sponsored, let us
know and we can put you in touch with Mr and Mrs Minter.

Have a lovely weekend.

Yours sincerely
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Alison Higgins Jo Duhig
Co-headteacher Co-headteacher
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