
Year 1 – Jays Meet the Teacher details 
 

I know the first week or two can be exhausting and overwhelming for many but I hope you and 
your new Jays are now beginning to feeling as confident as possible about the new year! Please do 
continue to contact us if you have any concerns. Below, I have tried to summarise the information I 
spoke about in the Meet the Teacher session. 
 

As you know, now that the children are settled, I will be with them every day, with Miss Warren 
working as class TA and Miss Brice working 1:1.  On Thursday afternoons, I will take planning time 
whilst the children remain with Miss Warren, Miss Brice and the sports coaches for PE. We will be 
running the class in much the same way as Reception at first, with children exploring each lesson in 
a variety of ways, not just sitting at tables and writing!  In particular, at present, lots of our time will 
be devoted towards establishing routines that allow everybody to feel happy about being in school 
and we will have a strong emphasis on PSHE activities throughout every day. In Jays, we try to 
encourage the children to be as independent as possible so please do try to make them think 
about what they need to bring to school (and back home!) each day. They have already quickly 
learnt the procedures for self-registering, storing their items, sharing their feelings, etc.! We 
encourage children to make good choices and reward this in many ways, including individual 
headteacher awards, class missions for specific rewards and marbles in a jar. 20 marbles mean a 
class treat!  
 
 

As you may be aware, the children will sit the Phonics Screening Check in June, which assesses 
their ability in reading using phonics. We carry out activities that are similar to the check many 
times before this date so that the children do not feel threatened or pressured by this in any way. 
We try to hear children read individually as often as possible. Using the new scheme, we will 
ensure PHONIC books (with a white sticker on the front) are changed every Monday and personal-
level reading books (with a coloured band) every Friday. We are hoping to welcome back our 
volunteer to hear children read soon.  Of course, none of this replaces the importance of children 
enjoying books at home. Please ensure books are always brought to school for reading sessions 
and read every day home. This may be reading their book with a family member, listening to a 
story or even telling stories to younger siblings! This is the only homework we really do insist upon 
as it becomes so detrimental to children when they do not practice. 
 

I did mention that DT will be all about modelling this term, so please do send in anything to keep 
our junk modelling stock high – cardboard boxes, bottle lids, corks, milk bottles and foil trays are 
used up particularly quickly! We particularly need boxes for RE next week, too. 
 

Until November, we will swim on Tuesday afternoons.  Swimming kit is a one-piece swimsuit or 
close-fitting trunks, a towel and goggles if you would like your child to wear them.  PE until half 
term will be on Thursdays and we will add a second session after half term.  Your child will need to 
wear their PE kit to school on sport day – navy blue shorts, a PE T-Shirt and trainers (plimsolls are 
acceptable but trainers provide much better grip and tend to fit better). They can also add dark, 
plain tracksuit bottoms and a school sweatshirt for warmth.  Please make sure that all items of 
clothing are named.  Children are not allowed to wear jewellery (including earrings) for any 
sporting activities and no nail varnish is allowed in school. 
 

Many of you have discovered the SeeSaw class page and I have really enjoyed receiving messages 
and pictures over the last few weeks! I plan to set challenges for the children and give them the 
opportunity to share their class work with you more easily. I am also happy for this to be used to 
share exciting news such as a new pet or an interesting weekend visit. I hope that this will help 
children to remember that personal items should not be brought into class (although I have no 
problem with a small security toy or similar which has been checked with a class adult.) 
 



 

It helps us if children know whether they are having general school dinner, jacket potato or packed 
lunch each day. Do continue to send in water (in a named bottle) and remember to keep 
lunchboxes healthy, with no nuts.  
 

Please do let us know of any arrangements for collecting children at the end of the day and bear 
with us as we get to match adult faces to children!  We are very conscious that we must make sure 
each child is safely with the expected adult and keep a list of long-standing arrangements on the 
back of the classroom door. You are welcome to inform us of these via email, letter or on the door 
in the morning. It is also often helpful if you can tell us that you are happy for a friend to take your 
child to the green or for play dates. If your child is absent for any reason, don’t forget to let the 
office know before 9.30 otherwise Mrs Taylor will call to check. Can I also remind you to make good 
use of the school website? By going to ‘News and Events’ you can access the most recent 
newsletters and calendar (click on any event for more information) and my overviews can be found 
under ‘Class Pages.’ 
 
 

My last request was that you please, please make sure you know what your child is doing online. 
They are already old enough that they may be watching YouTube or playing games. Please, do not 
let them do this unsupervised and make sure that they know what to do if they are worried. 
 
Finally, please do let me know if you have any concerns or queries.  I am happy to chat briefly at 
the end of the day, once all of the children are with an adult.  Otherwise, please do make an 
appointment with Mrs Taylor or email me at jodie.sharpe@barham.kent.sch.uk . Please remember 
that staff will only reply to emails or Seesaw posts between nine and five on term time weekdays. 
 
We are looking forward to continuing to work with your lovely children.  
Mrs Jodie Sharpe, Miss Jodie Warren and Miss Hannah Brice 
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