
 

 

 
Term 1 September 2020 

Welcome back to a new school year. It is so lovely to finally have a class waiting to be filled with children – I 
hope you and your new Jays are all feeling as confident as possible about the new year! Please do contact us 
if you have any concerns. Mrs Collins, Miss Brice and I have set up the classroom ready for you to explore our 

new topics in your own way, with plenty of art, construction, drama and free choice! 

What does my child need each day? 
 Packed lunch 
 Coat (we will go outside every day) 
 Wellies (can be left in school) 
 Water bottle 
      Book bag - We will provide children with 

three reading books each week, please do 
continue to read other books at home too! 
When restrictions allow, we will welcome back 
our team of volunteers to ensure that we hear 
children read three times a week.   

The school will provide all other equipment, as 
we want to minimise what is brought into school 
from home. To this end, as well as frequent 
hand washing and minimising contact with 
others, Jays staff will be ensuring all shared 
items are cleaned and sanitised frequently. 
[See Covid Risk assessments for more detail.] 

What are we learning about? 
In the first few weeks, lots of our time will be spent 
establishing safe routines that allow everybody to feel 
comfortable about being in school and we will have a 
strong emphasis on PSHE activities every day.  
Our Topic for this term is Brilliant Barham, Brilliant 
Britain, which will combine Science, Geography and 
History elements as well as allowing for some great DT, 
Art and Music lessons.  All English work will improve use 
of phonics, reading, handwriting and simple grammar by 
linking to books with a similar theme. 
In Maths, we will work through continuous provision and 
challenge tasks to build solid skills with numbers to 10, 
beginning with place value, addition and subtraction.   
In RE we will explore the question, “What do Christians 
believe that God is like?” and our main topic for Science 
is Seasonal Change with a focus on autumn, moving on 
to explore materials and their properties in a few weeks.  
 

PE Days 

PE until half term will be on Thursdays and we will add a second session after half term.  Your child will need 
to wear their PE kit to school on this day – navy blue shorts, a PE T-Shirt and trainers (plimsolls are acceptable 
but trainers provide much better grip and tend to fit better). They can also add dark tracksuit bottoms and a 
school sweatshirt for warmth.  Until November, we will swim on Monday afternoons.  Swimming kit is a one-
piece swimsuit or close fitting trunks, a towel and goggles if you would like your child to wear them.  Please 
make sure that all items of clothing are named.  Children are not allowed to wear jewellery (including 
earrings) for any sporting activities and no nail varnish is allowed in school. 

Home and School Communication 
Each week we will email you with 
what the children have been doing 
and learning. This overview will also 
be on the website on the class pages. 
If you have not logged your child into 
their Seesaw account, can you please 
do this as soon as possible?  
Any questions – contact me via email 
on jodie.sharpe@barham.kent.sch.uk, 
grab one of us at the end of the day 
or contact the school office if you 
would like an appointment to see us. 
We look forward to getting to know 
you and working with your lovely 
children! 

 
 
 

What can I do to help my child in Jays? 
   Homework takes the form of reading every day. I will send home 

KIRFs (key maths learning for this term) and set some phonic-
linked challenges on Spelling Shed. There will also be an optional 
termly SeeSaw challenge.  
   Encourage independence! Please do try to make them think 

about what they need to bring to school (and back home!) each 
day.  
   Continue to use the SeeSaw class page for communication – we 

cannot do ‘Show and Tell’ at the moment but would love to hear 
news or see pictures in this way! 

   Let us know of any arrangements for collecting children at the 
end of the day and bear with us as we get to match adult faces to 
children!   

   Please share your recycling! We love junk modelling and are 
grateful for all donations! 
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